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AMKNDMENTS TQ THK C1.AIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for managijig inventory supply in a network 
ciiiviionniait, comprising: 

receiving a signal from a sensor device at a buyer system, said signal indicating 
that n minimum level spcciJkd for a product used in a manufaclimng location has been 
rcachcdf,]; 

wh erein said level is; 

spt.byiyijido ptcd bus in ess rule: aii d 
measured by an on-hand quantity of said product; 
receiving a demand note from said buyer system requesting restocking of said 
product, wherein said demand note was created in response to said signal and includes a 
requested quantity; 

querying a local iiivcnlory database for a supply availability status in response to 
50id demand note; 

transmitiing said demand note to a local inventory system for said restocking of 
said product when said querying a local inventory database indicates Ihat said requested 
quanlity of said product is locally available at said buyer system; 

querying a vendor inventory systeni for said supply availability status when said 
quoryiJig a local inventory database indicates that said requested quantity of said product 
is not local ly avnilable at said buyer system; 
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transmitting a purchiLse order to said vendor inventory system 
^v}m^ snid querying a vendor inventory system indicates ti.at said requested quantity of 
said product is available from a storage location associated with said vendor, said 
purchase order including said product and said requested quantity; and 

transmitting suid purchase order to a factory for manufacture of 
s.id product when said que^^ng a vendor inventory system indicates that said re<,uested 
quantity is not available from a storage location associated with said ve^idor. 

2. (canceled) 



3. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising specifying a 
maximum level acceptable for said product to control said requested quantity. 

4. (currently amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable eoinpuler 
program code Ibr manaoing inventory supply in a network environment, the storage 
medium including instmctions for causing a computer to implemem a method 
comprising: 

receiving a signal from a sensor device at a buyer system indicating that a 
minimum level specified for a product used in a manafaeluring location has been 

reached fJi 

there in said level is: 

measured by an on-hand quantity of said product; 
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receiving a demand note From snid buyer system requesting restocking of said 
product, wherein said dem.nd note was created in response to .aid signal and includes a 
requested qu.imity; 

querying a local inventory database for a supply availability statu, in rcsponso to 
SHid demand note; transmitting ..id demand note lo a local inventory system for .aid 
restocking of sa,d product when .aid querying a local inventory .latabase indicates that 
said requested quantity of said product is locally available at said buyer system; 

querying a vendor inventory system for said supply availability status when said 
querying a local inventory database indicates that said requested quantity of said product 
i.s not locally available at said buyer system; 

iransnutting a purchase order to said vendor inventory system when said querying 
a vendor inventory system indicates that .aid requested quantity of said product is 
available from a storage location associated with said vendor, said purchase order 
inchiding said product and said requested quantity; and 

(ransn.iUing said pui-chase order to a fnetory for manufacture ofsaid pi-oduct when 
said querying a vendor inventory system indicates that said requested quantity is not 
available from a sloragc location associated with said vendor. 

5. (canceled) 

<5. (previously prcsciitod) Tl)o sloragc nediitm of clnim 4, further coxnprisiiig 
insimcliojis for cau.^jng said cojiipuler to implement: 
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specifying a maximum level acceptable for said product to control said requested 
quajitity. 



7, (Canceled) 

8. (provioLsly presented) The system of claim 16. wherein said factory produces said 
prodiict for use by said buyer system. 

9-11 (Canceled) 

12. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 fuitber comprising facilitating billing 
activities bcLwcon said vendor system, said buyer system, said manufacturing location 

tHid so id factory, 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (previously prcseiJled) The method ofclaim I furtlicr comprising receiving 
notification that said requested quantity o f said product has been delivered to said 
jnanufacturing location pursuant to said demand note. 

15. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 further comprising receiving 
notification that said requested quantity of said product has been delivered to said 
manufictiiring location pursuant to said purchase order. 
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1(5. (ciuTcnilya.nendcd) A system for inanaging inventory supply i„ a network 
environment, said syslcm coniprismg: 
a Iiclwork; 

a host system in communication with said network, said host system including 
inslructions to implement a method comprising: 

receiving a signal via said network Jrom a sensor device at a buyer system, 
said signal indicating that a minimum level specified for a product used in a 
manufacliinng location has been reachcd[,].; 
wlicrdn said level is^ 

sct_by:^i_ad02tecLbu 

measuretl by an on-hand quantity of said product; 

receiving a demand note via said network from said buyer system 
requesting restocking of said product, wherein said demand note was created in 
response to said signal and includes a requested quantity; 

querying a local inventory database for a supply availability status in 
response to said demand note; 

iransniilling said demand note via said network to a local inventory system 
for said restocking of said product when said querying a local inventory database 
indicates that said requested quantity of said product is locally available at said 

buyer system; 
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querying a vendor invciitoiy systom for said supply availability status 
whoa said queryins a local inventory database indicates that said requested 
quantity of said product is not locally available at said buyer system; 

transmitting a purchase order via said network to said vendor inventory 
system when said querying a vendor inventory system indicates that said 
requested quantity of said prodacl is available from a storage location associated 
with said vendor, said purchase order including said product and said requested 
qunntity; and 

transmitting said purchase order via said network to a factory for 
manufacture of said product when said querying a vendor inventory system 
indicates that said requested quantity is not available from a storage location 
associated with said vendor. 
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